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Abstract : The National Institution for Transforming India, also called 

NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on 

January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the 

Government of India, providing both directional and policy inputs. 

While designing strategic and long term policies and programmes for 

the Government of India, NITI Aayog also provides relevant technical 

advice to the Centre and States. 

 

The Government of India, in keeping with its reform agenda, constituted the NITI Aayog to 

replace the Planning Commission instituted in 1950. This was done in order to better serve the 

needs and aspirations of the people of India. An important evolutionary change from the past, 

NITI Aayog acts as the quintessential platform of the Government of India to bring States to act 

together in national interest, and thereby fosters Cooperative Federalism. 

 

At the core of NITI Aayog’s creation are two hubs – Team India Hub and the Knowledge and 

Innovation Hub. The Team India Hub leads the engagement of states with the Central 

government, while the Knowledge and Innovation Hub builds NITI’s think-tank capabilities. 

These hubs reflect the two key tasks of the Aayog. 

 

Introduction : The Government has replaced Planning Commission with a new institution 

named NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India). A cabinet Resolution issued 

today gave details of the new institutions. The institutional framework of government has 

developed and matured over the years.   This has allowed the development of domain expertise 

which allows us the chance to increase the specificity of functions given to institutions.  Specific 

to the planning process, there is a need to separate as well as energize the distinct ‘process’ of 

governance from the ‘strategy’ of governance. 

 

 In the context of governance structures, the changed requirements of our country, point to the 

need for setting up an institution that serves as a Think Tank of the government – a directional 

and policy dynamo.  The proposed institution has to provide governments at the central and state 

levels with relevant strategic and technical advice across the spectrum of key elements of policy.  

This includes matters of national and international import on the economic front, dissemination 

of best practices from within the country as well as from other nations, the infusion of new 

policy ideas and specific issue-based support.  The institution has to be able to respond to the 

changing and more integrated world that India is part of. 


